
 
April 16, 2021 

 
 
Chief David Nisleit 
San Diego Police Department  
1401 Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
 
 
Re: Non-fatal shooting of Mr. Keith Bergman by San Diego Police Officers Timothy 

Arreola, Michael Rodriguez and Paul Yi on July 5, 2020; SDPD Case No. 20607640; 
DA Special Operations Case 20-085PS; Deputy District Attorney assigned: Giacomo 
Bucci; District Attorney Investigator assigned: Steve Hutchinson  

 
 

Dear Chief Nisleit,  
 
We have reviewed the reports and other materials compiled by the San Diego Police 
Department’s Homicide Unit concerning the shooting of Keith Bergman. This case was 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review on October 6, 2020. 
 
Summary 
On July 5, 2020 officers responded to the Westgate Hotel after receiving a report of a male 
causing a disturbance in the lobby. Officers arrested Keith Bergman for being under the 
influence of a controlled substance, possession of a controlled substance, and possession of 
stolen credit cards. Bergman was transported to sallyport at headquarters. Officers began the 
booking process while Bergman sat in the back of the patrol unit. Bergman slipped out of his 
handcuffs, pulled back a divider which separated the trunk, and removed an officer’s backpack 
where a loaded gun was kept.  
 
When an officer went to check on him, Bergman tried to push the door open. Other officers went 
to assist. An officer saw Bergman holding a firearm. Bergman was ordered to drop the weapon 
and show his hands, but he refused. Bergman fired one round from the firearm which went 
through the rear window of the patrol vehicle towards an area where an officer was standing. 
Officers fired back and one of the rounds shattered the rear drivers-side door window. Bergman 
reached through the shattered glass, opened the door from the outside, and exited the patrol 
vehicle with the firearm protruding from his waistband.  
 
With one handcuff still connected to his right wrist, Bergman walked to the rear of the police 
vehicle and tried to open the hatch but he wasn’t able to. He walked to the driver’s door and 
reached into the compartment through an open window. An officer fired three rifle shots at 
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